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Governor’s Cup  Mine Rescue Contest - 2008                 
Written Statement

I am _______________, superintendent of the NANCE FORK MINE.  You 
are located at the fresh air base.  We have had a problem at our mine and this 
fresh air base was established when conditions were encountered that required 
a properly trained and equipped mine rescue team.

To access a large boundary of coal previously determined to be not 
profitable to mine, this mine was projected to intersect and cross the Southeast 
Mains section of the abandoned HARD LUCK MINE.  When this crossing is 
complete, seals will be constructed to isolate the HARD LUCK MINE from 
our active works.

The workings in the HARD LUCK MINE have not been accessible to us 
and conditions there are unknown.  As is shown on the mine map a connection 
has been made into the old mine just inby this fresh air base off the No. 1 
entry to verify locations and mapping.  

At 6:00 AM this morning, six men entered the section to continue this 
development.  At approximately 7:30 AM, the main fan explosion doors 
opened briefly and the main power in the mine kicked.  One of the miners 
came to surface and reported what appeared to be an ignition of methane had 
occurred on the section.  Attempts to contacts the remaining miners have been 
unsuccessful.  

We have encountered water problems on the section.  Electrical power to 
the section has been disconnected and secured but can be restored promptly if 
it is needed by contacting the command center.

The mine fan is off and is being monitored and guarded.  The fan can be 
started at your request and will operate exhausting. Once started it cannot be 
stopped or reversed. When the fan is operating the air will intake up the no. 1 
entry and return down the no. 3 entry.

A back-up mine rescue team is available while you are underground. All 
required authorities have been notified and are present at the mine.  A 
command center has been established on the surface of the mine and will 
function to coordinate information and instruction to the team as they work 
through the mine.

We have a competent lifeline attendant (point out).
The mine map was undated one (1) week ago.

This is all the information we have.

2



• Nails are not to be used on the field.  Top boards have been 
constructed with slots to connect to the up-rights to stabilize 
the framework.  Ventilation curtains have been provided 
with Velcro Strips.  Bottom boards will not be used for 
temporary stoppings.

• Connection of permanent stoppings, temporary stoppings, 
airlocks, or seals will require connection of all straps.  Four 
(4) straps on top and two (2) on each side must be completed.  
The lower strap on each side may be left loose for check 
curtains.

• Frames are anchored in place on the field cannot be 
disassembled.  An adequate quantity of building material to 
work the problem will be provided.

• When removing curtain from the frames, each Velcro strap 
must be disconnected individually.  Do not pull on the 
curtain to disconnect the Velcro strap.  This may result in 
broken straps.

• Working time for the problem will be 70 minutes.  If teams 
do not complete problem in time allowed, they will be 
discounted for any unaccounted for people and for anything 
that should have been located and mapped.

• If weather conditions require judges to alter an airtight 
build (i.e. loosening the straps, sliding the curtain, etc.) on 
the field during the working of the problem by the team, a 
four-inch (4”) yellow strip will be attached by the judges to 
the cross member to indicate to the team that the build is 
still intact.
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2008 Governor’s Cup                              
Mine Rescue Contest

Team  Problem Instructions

• The Briefing Officer shall establish communications with the 
command center prior to the entire team going inby the fresh air base.

• Explore all area that can be safely examined.

• Account for all missing persons..

• The team shall report to the command center immediate:

1. The identity and location of any missing persons found;

2. The location and content of any irrespirable atmospheres.

A time limit of 70 minutes has been established for this problem.  The 
team will be advised 10 minutes prior to this time limit expiring.  
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On The Move
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Mapping the Area



Briefing Officer – “Where?”
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Roundhousing



Ventilation – Hanging the Diagonal
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Field Setup Officials



Finishing Up
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Did you see that?



2nd Place - Art
Aaron Sutherland

2nd Grade 
J.M. Bevins Elementary School 

Buchanan County
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2008 Governor’s Cup Mine Rescue & 
Safety Art & Essay Contest

1st Place - Essay
Hannah Whited

5th Grade 
J.M. Bevins Elementary 

School
Buchanan County



2nd Place - Essay
Alex Bandy
5th Grade 

Cedar Bluff Elementary School
Tazewell County
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2008 Governor’s Cup Mine Rescue & 
Safety Art & Essay Contest

1st Place – Art (Cover)
Alex Gilbert
4h Grade 

Cedar Bluff Elementary 
School

Tazewell County



1st Place - Art
Alyssa Musick

3rd Grade 
Lebanon Elementary School

Russell County

--Not Pictured--
2nd Place – Art 

Michael Leonard
5th Grade, Elk Garden Elementary 

School
Russell County
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2008 Governor’s Cup Mine Rescue & 
Safety Art & Essay Contest

2nd Place – Art
Tanner Altizer

2nd Grade, 
Coeburn Elementary School

Wise County

--Not Pictured--
1st Place – Essay

Lacy Austin
2nd Grade, Coeburn  Elementary School



Lieutenant Governor William T. Bolling Lieutenant Governor William T. Bolling 
Congratulates Winners of  Preshift CompetitionCongratulates Winners of  Preshift Competition

11stst PlacePlace
Charles Conn Charles Conn ––
Massey EnergyMassey Energy

22ndnd PlacePlace
David Shackleford David Shackleford 
-- Lone Mountain Lone Mountain 
Processing, Inc.Processing, Inc.

33rdrd PlacePlace
Jackie Horn Jackie Horn --

CONSOL CONSOL 
Energy, Inc.Energy, Inc.
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2008 Governor’s Cup      
Grand Champion

CONSOL Energy, Inc. 
Buchanan Mine, Orange Team 

Mavisdale, Virginia
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In-State Winners      
Governor’s Cup                     

1st Place

CONSOL Energy, Inc.
Buchanan Mine – Orange Team 

Mavisdale, Virginia
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In-State Winners                    
2nd Place

Jewell Smokeless Coal Corporation
A-Team 

Vansant, Virginia
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Out-Of-State Winners                
1st Place

Teco Coal – Blue Team
Corbin, Kentucky
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Out-Of-State Winners                
2nd Place

Teco Coal – Gray Team
Corbin, Kentucky

23



24



The Virginia Mining Association, Department of Mines, 
Minerals and Energy, and the Mine Safety and Health 
Administration would like to acknowledge and thank the 
following team for their participation in the 2008 Governor’s 
Cup Mine Rescue and Pre-Shift Contests

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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Company Name Team Address

• Cobra Natural Resources Mountaineer Warrencliffe, WV

• Consolidation Coal Co. Blue Mavisdale, VA

• Consolidation Coal Co. Orange Mavisdale, VA

• Consolidation Coal Co. Loverridge #22 Fairview, WV

• Dickenson-Russell Coal Co. A-Team Cleveland, VA

• Jewell Smokeless Coal Corp A-Team Vansant, VA

• Jewell Smokeless Coal Corp. B-Team Vansant, VA

• Lone Mtn. Processing, Inc. Lone Mountain St. Charles, VA

• Massey Energy East Kentucky Sidney, KY

• Paramont Coal Co. VA, LLC Blue Norton, VA

• Teco Coal Blue Corbin, KY

• Teco Coal Gray Corbin, KY


